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GuitarRama Jazzical

An extensive collection of music pieces for respectively classical and electric guitars already exists
but music written for the two types of guitars played together is practically non-existent. The project
GuitarRama Jazzical’s purpose has been to develop new duet compositions for classical and electric
guitars and is initially an artistic development project at The Royal Academy of Music Aarhus/Aalborg
(DK). RAMA is the abbreviation of the Academy’s full name, hence the title of the project.

My intention has been to create new music for the two types of guitars that normally move in
separate musical settings - the classical and the ‘rhythmical’. My hope is to contribute to guitar
literature and to provide guitarists worldwide with the possibility of participating in musical cross-over
collaboration.

All eight duets can be played as a continuous sequence, e.g. at concerts, or they can be played
separately.

A number of different guitar techniques such as traditional, classical technique, string bending,
chord melody, and also the use of different guitar effects for the electrical guitar, such as chorus, delay
and distortion have been applied. Different types of electric guitars like arch top and solid body have
been used. The pieces include both composed sections and improvised ones for the two guitarists to
improvise from each their own musical backgrounds.

The material is intended for guitarists at a high level, e.g. students at a higher music institution or
professionals. No tablature has been denoted as it is presupposed that guitarists at this level can work
out positions and fingering themselves. For the same reason, phrasings have not been indicated in every
place, nor whether the notes in a given phrase are to be played legato or to be picked; in many instances
this will be left to the individual guitarist.

In all duets, it is possible to replace the classical guitar with an electric guitar. However, the
opposite will not be possible in several of the pieces due to the guitar effects that are used and because
of the range on the electric guitar.

The sheet music does not always take page turning into consideration; so it is recommended to
print or copy the pages of the individual pieces and place them all on a music stand, unless an iPad or
something similar is used.

All eight duets are available on YouTube or at www.kwella.dk as video recordings of live

performances or live recordings from the studio.

Thanks to:

Frederik Munk Larsen for playing the duets with me at a number of concerts in Denmark in Spring
2019.

Lucas Illanes for pictures and videos.

Ole Visby for the engraving layout.

Joan Coke for the English translation.

RAMA for financial funding of the project.

Bjoern Petersen at RAMA for help with applications and presentations.

Jens Christian Kwella
Aarhus 2019



Jens Christian Kwella (b. 1967)

Mr. Kwella graduated from Det Jyske Musikkonservatorium (The Royal Academy of Music,
Aarhus, Denmark) in 1997, where he was educated as a guitarist and music teacher. In 2000 he
received a diploma examination in guitar and advanced music teaching practice.

Mr. Kwella is experienced in all genres within the field of jazz, from traditional jazz to experimental
electronic jazz, and has performed and toured with many Danish bands, foreign bands, and soloists.

Since 1990 he has acted as a conductor and composer for his own ensembles. He has released seven
albums under his own name which all have thrilled the critics, and he has been described as one of the
leading guitar players in Denmark.

He is very active as a performing musician and plays approximately 100 concerts each year.

In parallel to his work as a performer, Mr. Kwella has had a substantial pedagogical responsibility
and since 2010 he has worked as Associated Professor in jazz guitar and ensemble at The Royal
Academy of Music, Aarhus and Aalborg in Denmark.

Read more at: kwella.dk



Classical Guitar

Duet #1

Waltz For Slesvigvej
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Duet #1 - Classical Guitar
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Duet #1 - Classical Guitar
| Electric guitar solo| Play freely around rhythm - Voicings are optional
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Duet #1 - Classical Guitar
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Classical Guitar

Duet #2

Failure Is Not Fatal
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Duet #2 - Classical Guitar
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Duet #2 - Classical Guitar
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Classical Guitar

Duet #3

Perdono Giuliani

Kwella
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Duet #3 - Classical Guitar
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Duet #3 - Classical Guitar
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Duet #3 - Classical Guitar
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Kwella

Duet #4

Succes Is Not Final

Classical Guitar
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Duet #4 - Classical Guitar
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Duet #4 - Classical Guitar
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Classical Guitar

Duet #5

We're Not Gonna Make It
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Duet #5 - Classical Guitar
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Duet #5 - Classical Guitar

Electric guitar solo

Comp freely around this rhythm. Voicings are optional.
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Duet #5 - Classical Guitar
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Classical Guitar
Duet #6

Colina Arriba Kwella
(bar 41-56 in the classical guitar part is a
transcribed solo originally played by Ulf Bandgren)
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Duet #6 - Classical Guitar
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Classical Guitar

Duet #7

'The Courage To Carry On

Kwella
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Duet #7 - Classical Guitar
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Duet #7 - Classical Guitar
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Duet #7 - Classical Guitar
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Classical Guitar
Duet #8
Wrong Turn
Even ballad /=60
kwella
Play harmonized melody in fingerstyle. No extra chord extensions
C Am Ab G C F4 Ab Db
~ o® | ~ - o bqu\-&
| i — — 3
— — I o4 ' : e
ry) — f =
5 Gb Ebm D Db E©® A2 B
M o @\fb"- hy — D e | T e 4 - .
! ' i — — i —-L =
Oi—= — ' | —
Accompany melody in finger style. No extra chord extensions
9 C Am Ab G C FA Ab Db
A2 % yd g p p V4 g g J J g g J J J V4 p
@ V4 V4 V4 V4 V4 V4 V4 V4 r 4 V4 V4 r 4 r 4 V4 V4 V4
[Y)
13 Gb Ebm D Db E® A4 B
% 4 V4 V4 4 4 V4 V4 V4 4 V4 V4 V4 4 4 V4 V4
@ V4 P 4 P 4 rd V4 P 4 P 4 P 4 V4 r 4 P 4 P 4 rd rd P 4 P 4
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Play harmonized melody in fingerstyle. No extra chord extensions
17 Ab A? Bb C C/Bb
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Duet #8 - ClassicalGuitar

Accompany solo in finger style. No extra chord extensions
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Play melody very freely or improvise
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Play harmonized melody in fingerstyle. No extra chord extensions
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Electric Guitar

Duet #1

Waltz For Slesvigvej
French jazz waltz Kwella
/=108 Swing Play rhythm - Voicings are optional
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Duet #1 - Electric Guitar

57  Am Dm E7 Am
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| Classical guitar solo| Play freely around rhythm - voicings are optional
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kwella

Duet #2

Failure Is Not Fatal
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Electric Guitar
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Duet #2 - Electric Guitar
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Duet #2 - Electric Guitar
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Kwella

Duet #3
Perdono Giuliani

Electric Guitar
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Duet #3 - Electric Guitar
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43 Overdrive - make ornaments

Duet #3 - Electric Guitar

™~

<

~V
Y o

Clean with chorus

g

A !

T

N
N

FanY

A\SYS
[

|Electric guitar solo open repeat |

59 Cab G/B

AbO7(A)

C(ll) ApO7(A)

C

V4
LS
E=S

D

EX

(NN

1
Y

7L kg 18

Copyright © kwella




45

Duet #3 - Electric Guitar
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Electric Guitar

Duet #4
Succes Is Not Final
J.=50 Kwella
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Duet #4 - Electric Guitar
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Duet #4 - Electric Guitar
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Electric guitar

Duet #5

We're Not Gonna Make It
kwella
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Duet #5 - Electric guitar
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Duet #5 - Electric guitar
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Electric Guitar

Duet #6
Colina Arriba

Kwella

(bar 41-56 in the classical guitar part is a
transcribed solo originally played by Ulf Bandgren)
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Duet #6 - Electric Guitar

F1®9sus F709  Ebm7/Bb Bbm Ebm’/Bb Bbm B7 D7 DO7  AbO®)
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47  Comp freely around this figure
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Duet #6 - Electric Guitar
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Duet #6 - Electric Guitar
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Electric Guitar

Duet #7
'The Courage To Carry On

Kwella

J=120 Open improvisation
A 4
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Duet #7 - Electric Guitar

be >
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Duet #7 - Electric Guitar
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Duet #7 - Electric Guitar
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Electric Guitar

Duet #8

Wrong Turn
Even ballad +=60
Fade in chords in high register. No extra chord extensions kwella
Bright sound with delay
C Am Ab G C F2 Ab Db
o)
5_9 Gb Ebm D Db E® A4 B
'(‘f_‘y\ ,I ,I ,I 'I 'I ,I ,I 'I ,I ,I ,I ,I 'I ,l ,I ,I
DY)

Play melody in chord-melody style. No extra chord extensions
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63
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Accompany melody in finger style. No extra chord extensions
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Play melody single notes
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